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An Analysis of the Personality Style in Luigi Dallapiccola’s Twelve—Tone Serial Music
CAO Yanping,SHI Lei

Abstract: In the 20th century, modern music techniques developed in many different ways. The twelve—tone
serial technique,which was advocated and used by composers like Arnold Schoenberg,had a long and deep influence
on later music creation and the change of aesthetic ideas. This paper uses three research methods macro—combining,
micro—analysis and horizontal comparison,to study the twelve—tone serial music works of Luigi Dallapiccola,the first
Italian serial music composer. On the one hand, from a macro point of view,it sorts out the origin, formation and
development of twelve—tone techniques in the first half of the 20th century. It also summarizes the overall style of
Dallapiccola’s twelve—tone works in different periods and makes clear the connection between his works and the
development of modern techniques. On the other hand, from a micro point of view, it selects representative twelve—
tone works from Dallapiccola’s different periods. It analyzes these works in detail from four key aspects: pitch
organization,rhythmic layout,texture form and overall structure,and explores the internal logic of his technique use.
By comparing his twelve—tone designs with those of other composers in the same period,we can see Dallapiccola’s
unique creation way. He kept the strictness of twelve—tone techniques and at the same time added emotional
expression and lyricism to his works. This shows his unique artistic features different from other composers of his
time. This study not only enriches the practical research of twelve—tone serial techniques, but also provides an
important reference for us to understand how to combine modern music techniques with emotional expression.
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