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A Review of Xian Xinghai in the Soviet Union by Zuo Zhenguan
GUAN Bingyang

Abstract: Due to the lack of primary sources and other reasons, existing studies on Xian Xinghai’s life and
creations have remained relatively inadequate regarding his "Paris Period" and "Soviet Period". Zuo Zhengguan's
book Xian Xinghai in the Soviet Union systematically narrates and basically restores Xian Xinghai's experiences
and key chronological nodes from his arrival in Moscow at the end of 1940 to his passing there in 1945, in
chronological order,based on diverse materials of different types and sources including archival documents,field
interviews and Sino—Soviet literary sources, and puts forward conjectures about the causes of certain events. Its
major contributions are as follows: First,it discloses precious original archival documents,which fully demonstrate
that Xian Xinghai was not only an artist courageously committed to exploration,but also a Communist Party member
with a strong sense of organizational discipline. Second, it realizes cross—verification of diverse materials. Xian
Xinghai’s consistent perseverance in learning and creation throughout his life in and travels across multiple
countries and regions has long been evidenced by his own creative statements and works,but such a perspective is
inevitably one-sided. Drawing on accounts from others collected since 1988, this book enriches and further proves
Xian Xinghai’s tenacious and optimistic character in adversity as well as his unwavering creative passion until his
last breath,and clarifies some misunderstandings in previous studies caused by insufficient data. Nevertheless,the
book still suffers from insufficient explanatory power or lack of further elaboration on the causes of certain specific
historical events. This paper analyzes some contradictory points to further restore the historical truth and complete
the life puzzle of Comrade Xian Xinghai,the people’s musician.

Keywords: Xian Xinghai; The Soviet Union period; Archival documents;Zuo Zhenguan; Xian Xinghai in the

Soviet Union



