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An Analysis of Zhang E’s Views on Music in the History of the Ming Dynasty

WANG Xu

Abstract: The Veritable Record of Emperor Shizong of the Ming Dynasty,compiled by Xu Jie,Zhang Juzheng,
Treatise on Music and Pitch Pipes written by Huang Ruliang, Treatise on Music and Pitch Pipes in The Book of the
Ming Dynasty compiled by Fu Weilin,Treatise on Music in The History of the Ming Dynasty compiled by Wan Sitong,
Treatise on Music in Draft History of the Ming Dynasty compiled by Wang Hongxu, and Treatise on Music in The
History of the Ming Dynasty compiled by Zhang Tingyu, among other historical works of the Ming and Qing
dynasties,all record the historical fact that Zhang E was appointed to an official post for his proficiency in music and
pitch pipes,and include his discourses on musicology. A comprehensive survey of Zhang E’s arguments shows that
they mainly cover three aspects:pitch determination through Hougqi,the theory of tone transposition,and ritual music
modes for sacrifices. As for pitch determination through Hougqi, definitive conclusions have been reached by
predecessors,and contemporary scholars have also put forward incisive viewpoints,so this paper will not elaborate on
it further. However,academic evaluations of the two issues of tone transposition and ritual music modes for sacrifices
have long been divided. By sorting out and analyzing relevant historical materials,this paper re—examines Zhang E's
musicological views and points out their existing problems. On the issue of tone transposition,Zhang E failed to truly
understand the connotation of the "four clear tones";despite his aspiration to restore ancient music, he could not
grasp the essence of ancient methods. On the issue of ritual music modes for sacrifices, his discourses mostly
followed previous established theories, not only failing to put forward new insights but also containing numerous
fallacies. Accordingly, this paper concludes that although Zhang E obtained an official position and was thus
recorded in history for his reputation as "understanding music",academically speaking,he did not truly master the
subtleties of music and pitch pipes,nor was he a scholar genuinely proficient in musicology.

Keywords: Zhang E; History of the Ming Dynasty; musicology; tone transposition; ritual music modes for

sacrifices



