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Multiple Interpretations and Image Expressions of
Contemporary Chinese Dance from the Perspective of National Cultural Image

WANG Haitao

Abstract: As a term and concept, Chinese dance is widely applied in social communication and academic
research. With the construction of an independent knowledge system for Chinese dance studies,Chinese dance is
actively constructing an artistic system that is independent,autonomous,and possesses Chinese characteristics, style,
and grandeur. This is a crucial topic for the development of Chinese dance art in the new era. Based on the broad
perspective of national cultural image,this article systematically analyzes the concept and connotation of Chinese
dance,establishes a multidimensional interpretation system for the concept of contemporary Chinese dance in terms
of visual expression and image interpretation, which is cultural, contemporary, and Chinese, and releases more
discourse space for contemporary Chinese dance to participate in the construction of national cultural image.
Meanwhile,as a conceptual category,contemporary Chinese dance encompasses multiple levels such as style,image,
and identity. Shaping the national cultural image through contemporary Chinese dance is essentially a dance
interpretation of the national cultural image. In today’s global landscape, the multidimensional construction and
brand competitiveness of national cultural image have covered all aspects of cultural construction and become an
international issue. As a representative of Chinese performing arts, the multidimensional and innovative image of
Chinese dance is a new connotation and trend endowed by the current era. This dance discourse system involves
core elements such as body symbols, stylistic characteristics, connotation interpretation, and image shaping, and is
also reflected in practical activities such as connotation construction, dissemination, and cultural identity. The
construction of Chinese dance image should be incorporated into the overall discourse system of national image
construction. By fully leveraging its artistic advantages,it should continue to contribute to the construction of the
national cultural image, making greater contributions to enhancing national cultural soft power and enhancing the
international influence of Chinese culture. Based on the foundation of Chinese cultural subjectivity, following the
principles of advancing with the times, Chinese characteristics,innovative development, and mutual exchange and
learning, a respectable, lovable, and credible Chinese image is shaped in the construction of "Shaping China",
realizing the advantageous discourse and contemporary expression of Chinese dance image. This research not only
responds to the cultural identity needs of Chinese dance in the context of globalization but also consolidates its
theoretical foundation as a core medium of national cultural image. Ultimately, it provides theoretical support for
constructing the discourse system of Chinese dance, and helps to enhance national cultural soft power. At the
practical level,achieving dual academic values of conceptual research and in—depth theoretical research.
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