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Aesthetic Characteristics and Reflections on the Development of
Virtual Performance in Pop Music

GUAN Qiao

Abstract: As a new singing form generated by multiple technologies, including digital technology, big data
algorithms,and the Internet,virtual singing emerged in the field of Chinese pop music in 2011 and has entered an
unprecedented boom in recent years. At present,there are more than one hundred virtual singers active on the stage,
and virtual singers have become an important phenomenon in contemporary pop music culture. Virtual singing
exhibits new features and styles in terms of musical image,timbre presentation, musical themes,and audio—visual
experience, bearing distinct characteristics of the times and advanced technological imprints. In terms of musical
image,the main audience of virtual singers is young people,so their images are usually youthful and attractive,with
distinctive two—dimensional style characteristics. In terms of timbre presentation,virtual singers can adopt various
technical means to endow their timbre with remarkable technological characteristics. In terms of musical themes,
the works of virtual singers cover themes such as life perception,patriotism, social hotspots,and traditional culture,
which have effectively driven the new development of the creation and performance of contemporary Chinese pop
music. In terms of audio—visual experience,virtual singing creates an unprecedented audio—visual impact and brings
audiences a brand—new immersive experience. At present, virtual singing in Chinese pop music has rapidly moved
from the periphery to the mainstream. While bringing audiences a brand—new aesthetic experience with its novel
aesthetic characteristics, it has inevitably given rise to a series of problems,such as overemphasis on technology at
the expense of humanity, blind worship and alienation of consumption, and neglect of cultural connotations. To
realize its scientific and sustainable development, technological innovation should be strengthened and people-
oriented development advocated first. Secondly, blind worship should be avoided and management and guidance
enhanced. Thirdly,consumption alienation should be eliminated and positive energy delivered. Finally,efforts should
be rooted in traditional culture to promote overseas communication. Through the above approaches, the goals of
drawing on the advantages and avoiding the disadvantages can be achieved,so as to promote virtual singing in
Chinese pop music to open up a broader space for development on the existing basis and continue to be a dazzling
landscape in the field of Chinese pop music culture.
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