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Symbolic Presentation and Construction of Female Images in

Chinese Classical Dance Works

DING Lili

Abstract: The female images in Chinese classical dance works are not only the core elements of artistic
expression, but also important symbols of cultural inheritance and the evolution of social concepts. Through an
analysis of 21st—century choreographed classical dance cases such as The Goddess of Luo and Butterflies Dancing
among Flowers,this paper starts with the symbolic characteristics of dance movements,postures, and body language,
and deeply explores how Chinese classical dance shapes authentic,gentle, and distinctive Chinese female images by
virtue of traditional dance vocabularies such as body charm as well as modern innovative artistic techniques. It also
discusses how to use symbolic means to construct female artistic images in Chinese classical dance works that
combine classical elegance with modern agility. The symbolization of female images not only reflects the changes in
gender concepts throughout historical processes,but also carries the cultural connotations and aesthetic spirit of the
Chinese nation. In—depth research on female images in Chinese classical dance can provide theoretical basis and
practical enlightenment for the inheritance of excellent traditional Chinese culture and the development of Chinese
classical dance art.

Keywords: Chinese classical dance; female images; symbolization; The Goddess of Luo; Buiterflies Dancing

among Flowers



