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Concierto de Aranjuez: Joaquin Rodrigo’s Musical Expression
LIU Xianji

Abstract: Joaquin Rodrigo,a Spanish composer and virtuoso performer, stands as a landmark figure in the
realm of classical guitar composition. He is renowned for works such as the Concierto de Aranjuez,Fantasia para un
gentilhombre, and Invocacion y danza. By integrating the classical guitar with symphony orchestras, Rodrigo created
musical compositions marked by distinct Spanish national characteristics. Taking the Concierto de Aranjuez as the
research object,this study examines Rodrigo’s personal circumstances and cultural context,exploring his inheritance
and development of Spanish music through four core dimensions: composite rhythm,tonal layout,harmonic texture,
and orchestration and timbre. Furthermore,through an analysis of the jazz arrangements of this work in contemporary
times, it dissects the musical expression and cross—cultural communication pathways of classical compositions. The
research concludes that this work not only continues the artistic lineage of the Spanish Nationalist School and
Neoclassicism but also transcends geographical and stylistic boundaries through diverse adaptations,evolving from a
national melody into a globally influential cultural symbol. The compositional philosophy and technical innovations
embodied in the work have set a paradigm for guitar concertos in the 20th century. Moreover, they attest to the
enduring artistic vitality of classical works amid the dialogue between tradition and modernity, offering significant
insights for understanding the cross—cultural dissemination and value continuity of music.

Keywords: classical guitar; Concierto de Aranjuez; Spanish national music; thythmic features; tonality and

harmony;orchestration techniques;jazz adaptation



